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Sixth Grade English Language Arts

The English Language Arts program is designed to challenge students to study literature
intensively and develop oral and communication skills. The curriculum is based on. the South
Carolina learner standards, and students will complete The PACT test to determine masteiy cf
these standards.

This document outlines the five major components of the South Carolina learner standards
as they relate to the major components ofthe English Language Arts curriculum. The first
component is Literature, which includes novels, drama, short stories, and poetry; thesecond
component is Writing, which includes grammar and composition; the third component is
Speaking, which includes vocabulaiy and oral preseutation; the fourth component is Listening,
which is actually tied into the first three components; and the fifth component is Research,
which aJso ties into the other components.

Goals:

Goals for the sixth grade English Language Arts student are as follows:

* The student will draw upon a variety of strategies to comprehend, interpret, analyze, and
evaluate what he or she reads. The student wilt:

o integrate various cues and strategies tO comprehend what he orshe reads.
o use a knowledge of the purposes, structures, and elements of writing to analyze
o and interpret various types of text.
o use a knowledge 1’ semantics, syntax, and structural analysis to determine the
b meaning of unfathiliar words anti read texts withianderstanding.

* The student will write for different audiences and purposes. The student will:
o apply a process approach to writing.
o write for a variety of purposes.
o respond to texts writtenby others.
o create legible texts.

* The student will recognize, demonstrate, and analyze the qualities of effective
communication. The student will:

o use speaking skills to participate in large and small groups in both formal axEd
o informal situations.
o use listening skills to comprehend and analyze information he or she receives in
o both formal and informal situations.
o comprehend and analyze information he or she receives from nonprint sources.

* The student will access and use infonnaliOn from a variety of appropriately selected
sources to extend his or her knowledge. The udent will:

b select a topic for exploration.
o gather information from a varicty of source&
.o use a variety of strategies to prepare arid present selected information.
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L Literature

The purpose of the sixth grade English Language Mts class is to introduce the various
genres of literature, literaiy devices, and analytical techniques so that students can be
involved in critical thinking aboutliteratute and then to write about their feelings.

A. Novels and drama

Sixth grade English Language Arts students will read at least one self-selected book
per quarter chosen from variety of literary genres. This independcnt study requires
students to document their reading thropgh responsive writing, literary analysis and
review, and Book Banquets. Tn addition, students will patlicipate in a teacher-
directed study novel.

Required novels:

Summer teadixig list selections
Self-selected books
One teacher-directed novel for class study

Objectives: Upon cmp1etion of the study of drama aM of novels, the students should be
able to omplete the tasks below:
* analyze the variois components within literature, i.e., correctly jdentifv theme,

setting, and characters within the texts.
* analyze the relationship between the author’s style, literary form, and intended impact

łn the reader.
* describe corrnection between historical and cultural influences within literary

selection&
* describe how word choice .nd language structure convey an author’s viewpoint in

selections, such as newspaper. magazine alictes, and critical reviews,
* ask questions to cIaæ’ the viewpoint of others, to develop, new undeMandins, and

to view findings from various perspecthes when reading,
* demonstrate an indepeodeiir ability to use syntax, semantics, and structural analysis to

construct meaning and monitor comprehension in more advanced vas,
* vary strategies such as skimming, scanning, tsing subheadings and reading rate to

read a variety of texts effectively,
* ir’Erpret the nlues presented in, literatsr&
* read the part ofa charactei in a play aloud with proper voice inflection,
* cite similarities and’diffcrences in meaniu6 among selected worksofliterat4ire.

B. Short Story

The sixth grade English Language Arts curriculum will include selected short stories.
Students should be able to identi’ theme, imagery, tone, and figurative language.
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