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Sixth Grade Advanced/Gifted (A/G) Language Arts

The A/G Language Arts Program is designed to challenge students of outstanding ability to
study literature intensively and develop advanced oral and composition skills. A/G Language
Arts curriculum, while advanced, is based on the South Carolina learner standards for sixth
graders. These sixth graders, like all other sixth graders, will take the sixth grade PACT test 1o
determine mastery of these standards, and it is imperative that the curmiculum be derived directhy
from these standards.

This docoment ondlines the five major components of the South Carolina learner standards
as they relate to the major components of the A/G Language Aris curriculum. The first
component is Literature which includes novels, drama, short stories, and poetry; the second
component is Writing which includes grammar and composition; the third compouent is
Speaking which includes vocabulary and oral presentation; the fourth component is Listening
which is actually tied into the first three components; and the fifth component is Research which
also ties inlo the other components.

Goals

Guoals for the sixth grade A/G Language Arts are as follows:

e Lo challenge students of vutstanding ability with an infensive study of literature,

» to develop in students advanced oral and comnmunication skills,

» to enable students to demonstrate depth and complexity of knowledge and skills,

e to provide students with content, process, and product standards that exceed sixth grade
adopted standards.

1. Literature

The purpose of the sixth grade A/G Language Arts class is to mtroduce the various
genres of literature, Jiterary devices, and analytical technigues so that students can be
involved in eritical thinking about literature and then to write about thejr {indings.

A. Novels and drama

Sixth grade A/G Language Arts students will read at least one self-selected book per
quarter chosen from a variety of literary genres. This independent study requires
students to docuument their reading through responsive writing. literary analysis, and
literary feasts. In addition, students will participate in a teacher-directed study of a
novel.

Required novels:
Summer reading list selections

Self-selected books
One teacher-directed novel for class study
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Objectives: Upon completion of the study of drama and of novels, the students should be

able to compléte the tasks below:

e analyze the verious components within literature, .., correetly identify theme,
setting, and characters within the texts,

= analyze the refationship between the author’s style, literary form, and intended ympact
on the reader,

» describe connections between historical and cultural inflyences within literary
selections,

* describe how word choice gnd langnage structure convey an author’s viewpoint in
selections, such as newspaper, magazine articles, and critical reviews,

s ask questions to clarify the viewpoint of others, to develpp new understandings, and
ro view lindings fram various perspectives when reading,

» demonstrate an independent ability to uge synfax, semantics, and structural analysis to
constriel meaning and monitor tomprehension in more advanced wavs.

e vary strategies such as skimming, scanning, using subheadings, and reading rate to
read a variery of texts effectively,

o interpret the values presented in literamire,
read the part of a character in g play aloud with proper veice inflection.

» cite similarities and ditferences in meaning among selected works of [iterature,

Short Story

The sixth grade A/G Language Arts currieulum will include selected short stories.
Students should be able to identify theme, imagery, tone. and figurative language.

Objectives: Students should be able ta:

 identify the main idea within cach story,

make aceurate inferences,

list the sequence of events of each story,

discuss and’/or write about the values presented within cach story,
note various dialects with the texts,

write a shorl story.

Poetry
The sixth grade A/G Language Asts curriculum will include selected poems for study.

Objectives: Students should be able to:

» read & poem with proper expression, rate, and voice inflection,

» recognize and interpret figurative language and to use il in original poetry,
o identify the main idea,

s write poems to express feelings, thoughts, and ideas,
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